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 FLYING LESSONS for  

September 8, 2022 
FLYING LESSONS uses recent mishap reports to consider what might have contributed to accidents, so you can make 
better decisions if you face similar circumstances.  In most cases design characteristics of a specific airplane have little 
direct bearing on the possible causes of aircraft accidents—but knowing how your airplane’s systems respond can make 
the difference in your success as the scenario unfolds. So apply these FLYING LESSONS to the specific airplane you fly.  
Verify all technical information before applying it to your aircraft or operation, with manufacturers’ data and 
recommendations taking precedence.  You are pilot in command, and are ultimately responsible for the decisions 
you make.      

FLYING LESSONS is an independent product of MASTERY FLIGHT TRAINING, INC. www.mastery-flight-training.com  

Pursue Mastery of Flight™ 

This week’s LESSONS: 
Reader and well-known aviation personality Mike Busch wrote me this week: 

Tom, in the 7/21 edition of FLYING LESSONS you wrote about the horrifying midair at KVGT involving a 
Piper Malibu turboprop conversion who[se pilot] made a way-too-fast visual approach, overshot his final 
turn, and ran over a 172 on final for the parallel runway, killing all aboard both aircraft. I don't believe you 
talked about the even more horrifying (at least to me) midair at Watsonville, California (KWVI) on August 
19th (which happened to be my 78th birthday) in which a way-too-fast Cessna 340 overran a Cessna 152 on 
short final, killing all aboard both aircraft…. 

See https://mastery-flight-training.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022.0721-FLYING-LESSONS.pdf  

I’ll get to the rest of Mike’s email in the Debrief, but first let me get to this question.  
I didn’t write about the Watsonville crash for several reasons. It happened 
the week I was vacationing in Hawaii, and I took the weekend off as we didn’t 
get home until Saturday afternoon and this old guy takes some time to 

recover from being five hours off on my schedule, The 
crash was written about extensively, with especially 
good initial coverage on reader Max Trescott’s Aviation 
News Talk # 243, Juan Browne’s video channel, reader 
and AOPA Air Safety Institute executive director Richard McSpadden in his 

latest Early Analysis, and more.  

I was already working on an article on midairs for Aviation Safety’s 
October issue as a result of the North Las Vegas midair, a recent 
Stearman-on-Stearman collision on the runway in western Virginia, 
and my experience on the VFR arrival into EAA’s big show this year. I 
didn’t want to undercut what I was writing for me editor, FLYING 
LESSONS reader Jeb Burnside.  

Most importantly, as I always try to do in my articles and in FLYING LESSONS, if I was 
going to write about Watsonville I wanted to write something unique, a different slant and maybe 
something different for readers to think about than we might get from other sources. 
See:  
https://aviationnewstalk.com/podcast/243-watsonville-mid-air-crash-slips-with-catherine-cavagnaro-ga-news/   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8ZcdyuSvGA  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MwccgpwP-o  
https://www.aviationsafetymagazine.com  
https://mastery-flight-training.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022.0811-FLYING-LESSONS.pdf  

I will tease my Aviation Safety article with the line we included under its title: The recent rash 
of mid-air collisions reminds us it’s not enough to expect other pilots to properly fly a 
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traffic pattern or even to look for you.	We need to 
raise our defensive shields to protect ourselves 
from other pilots who are compliant but in conflict, 
those who are accidently noncompliant with traffic 
pattern, and even those pilots who are intentionally 
noncompliant with the rules and best practices of 
airport traffic area operations.  

What are some things you can do to 
increase your situational awareness and to detect 
other aircraft in the airport circuit? This week I’ll 
suggest on technique, a reminder to see the big 
picture in the pattern. 

In the pattern your attention naturally focuses on 
the runway. We position the aircraft, time our turns, 
judge our speed and height, and even complete vital 

checklist actions. Command Shields Up! by consciously remembering to scan forward into the 
pattern and beyond, in almost equal amounts. On downwind scan forward to detect aircraft on 
base and final approach. Look for movement on the ground as well, things that may venture onto 
the runway before you get there.  

As you turn base deliberately scan ahead on base and on an extended final approach. Look 
at airplanes coming in from ahead, flying right base while you’re flying left or vice versa (correctly 
or not). Look for aircraft or other items on the runway too. People who fly with me hear me call out 
loud, “final approach is clear, backwards base is clear, the runway is clear, I’m clear to land.”  

On final take a good look not only at the runway but also anything on taxiways or near the 
runway that might taxi out just as you begin your flare. Don’t forget to scrutinize for airplanes 
ahead of you on final—if you’re both aiming for the same touchdown spot an aircraft ahead will be 
nearly motionless in your windscreen, very hard to see. Be ready to go around at any time, 
maneuvering to avoid conflicting traffic.

  
I’ll visit some more techniques for collision avoidance in the pattern in future LESSONS.  For 
the full sorry read the October issue of Aviation Safety.  
Comments? Suggestions? Questions? Let us know at mastery.flight.training@cox.net.  
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My friends and sponsors at Pilot Workshops extend this offer to all FLYING LESSONS readers, in all aircraft 
types: 

 
 
See https://pilotworkshop.com/products/ifr-mastery-abs/?disc=20&campaign=abs&typeclub=abs  

Debrief: Readers write about recent FLYING LESSONS: 

Gene Benson, author of the superb Vectors for Safety monthly blog, wrote me this week: 
I have begun a project to study accidents due to maintenance errors or omissions. I am not as much 
concerned with the owner who chooses to "cheap out" on maintenance (they are mostly hopeless) as I am 
with the shops or individual techs that make errors and release airplanes that are not safe. Some things 
can/should be detected by the pilot before flight, such as controls rigged in reverse. But I am seeing too 
many accidents in which fuel or oil lines are installed finger tight, an incorrect gasket is used, or 
something similar. I am trying to find ways that pilots can protect themselves a bit more after maintenance is 
done. Any thoughts? 

Readers, if you have a personal experience with improper maintenance, and perhaps 
suggestions for avoiding these types of errors or techniques for detecting errors that may have 
occurred, please send them to Gene at gene@genebenson.com. I look forward to reading the 
results of your research, Gene. 
See https://www.genebenson.com  

Continuing Mike Busch’s email about midair collisions: 
What both of these accidents [North Las Vegas and Watsonville] had in common was a high-performance 
airplane approaching waaaay too fast to a busy GA airport with other traffic in the pattern. In fact, in the 
case of the C340 the ADS-B data suggested the airplane was doing over 180 knots on short final, which is 20 
knots above approach flap speed and 40 knots above landing flap and gear extension speed. 

What made the [Watsonville] WVI midair even more horrifying to me was: 

• The C340 was making a straight-in approach to WVI, an extremely busy non-towered airport with 
lots of training ops. 

• The C152 self-announced on CTAF on downwind, base, and final just as he should, so there's no 
question that the C340 pilot knew where the C152 was. If memory serves, the C340 pilot made 
only three CFAF calls: 10 out, 5 out, and "Cessna in the pattern, where are you?" 

• The C152 pilot spotted the fast-approaching C340 as the C152 was in his base-to-final turn, 
announced that he saw the C340 closing on him at high speed, and stated he was going around -- 
but still couldn't get out of the C340's way quickly enough to avoid the collision. 

• Even had the C152 not been in the pattern, the C340 was going so fast that there's likely no way he 
could have made a straight-in landing and stopped without a runway overrun. What the hell was he 
thinking? What part of "stabilized approach" did he not understand? 

It seems to me that these two back-to-back accidents should be ringing an alarm bell with the FAA's GA 
Safety folks concerning proper speed control for high-performance airplanes approaching busy GA 
airports with other traffic in the pattern. If someone wants to keep his speed up to 180 knots approaching 
LAX or DFW or JFK, that's one thing. But maintaining that kind of speed doing into a busy GA airport 
constitutes gross negligence.  
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Since my C310 is in the same performance category as the C340, this stuff hits close to home for me. Also, 
the pilot of the PA-46 turboprop at KVGT was 4 years older than I am. I'm not sure how old the C340 pilot 
was. 

All great points. I’ve seen some unconfirmed online speculation that the C340 pilot had a history 
of making high speed low passes and pull-ups—what we might call an “ego pass” (as in, “look at 
me!”). I had a couple of discussions about the North Las Vegas collision in which the pilot’s age 
came up as a possible factor in his line-up with the wrong runway. News reports state the pilot of 
the Cessna 340 was 75 years old. Thanks, Mike, and happy birthday. 
See https://www.goodtimes.sc/audio-provided-from-fatal-watsonville-plane-collision/  

More to say? Let us learn from you, at mastery.flight.training@cox.net.  
 

 
Thank you to the National Association of Flight Instructors for renewing its  

sponsorship of FLYING LESSONS Weekly for a second year. 

 
See www.nafinet.org.  

 

Improbability and the Beginning of Instructional Wisdom 
My student said something in the neighborhood of, “Well, darn,” and looked directly at me, calling 
on all the judgment and experience I’d amassed in my lofty 300 hours’ total time. “What do we 
do?” his wide eyes exclaimed…. 

Read my contribution this month to the NAFI NOTAMs blog, a LESSON from my early days as a 
flight instructor presented by the National Association of Flight Instructors. 
See 
https://www.nafinet.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2022&month=09&day=06&id=100:impr
obability-and-the-beginning-of-instructional-wisdom  

Share safer skies. Forward FLYING LESSONS to a friend 

Please help cover the costs of providing FLYING LESSONS through the secure 
donations button at www.mastery-flight-training.com.  

Or send a check to Mastery Flight Training, Inc. to 247 Tiffany Street, Rose Hill, Kansas USA 67133. 
Thank you, generous supporters.   

 
 

 

Pursue Mastery of Flight. 

Thomas P. Turner, M.S. Aviation Safety  
Flight Instructor Hall of Fame Inductee 
2021 Jack Eggspuehler Service Award winner 
2010 National FAA Safety Team Representative of the Year  
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Three-time Master CFI 
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