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 FLYING LESSONS for  

July 27, 2022 
FLYING LESSONS uses recent mishap reports to consider what might have contributed to accidents, so you can make 
better decisions if you face similar circumstances.  In most cases design characteristics of a specific airplane have little 
direct bearing on the possible causes of aircraft accidents—but knowing how your airplane’s systems respond can make 
the difference in your success as the scenario unfolds. So apply these FLYING LESSONS to the specific airplane you fly.  
Verify all technical information before applying it to your aircraft or operation, with manufacturers’ data and 
recommendations taking precedence.  You are pilot in command, and are ultimately responsible for the decisions 
you make.      

FLYING LESSONS is an independent product of MASTERY FLIGHT TRAINING, INC. www.mastery-flight-training.com  

Pursue Mastery of Flight™ 

This week’s LESSONS: 
I unexpectedly found myself flying my employer’s A36 Bonanza to Oshkosh last Friday 
(instead of helping drive a cargo van full of equipment and merchandise) to fill in for a display 
airplane whose pilot had to cancel at the last minute.  

I definitely have some stories to tell about my visual arrival into Oshkosh (which include a 
chop-the-throttle, steep-bank dive out of the 1000 foot Above Ground Level arrival route to avoid 
an airplane closing fast on me from behind). But those stories will come later, when I have time. 

However I got here, I’ve been working at AirVenture 2022 with little time for FLYING 
LESSONS this week. So let’s go to the Debrief for an abbreviated version. 
Comments? Suggestions? Questions? Let us know at mastery.flight.training@cox.net.  

 
My friends and sponsors at Pilot Workshops extend this offer to all FLYING LESSONS readers, in all aircraft 
types: 

 
 
See https://pilotworkshop.com/products/ifr-mastery-abs/?disc=20&campaign=abs&typeclub=abs  

Debrief: Readers write about recent FLYING LESSONS: 

Reader and flight instructor Bob Benda writes about the midair collision that prompted part of last 
week’s LESSONS: 

Sobering facts that so many people are STILL dying in General Aviation accidents that may have been 
preventable.  I listened to the audio from AvWeb and then watched the clip you attached from Richard 
McSpadden, and it looks eerily similar to a midair that took place at Centennial Airport (KAPA) in Colorado 
a few years back between a Cirrus and a Metroliner. The Cirrus was cleared to land on Runway 17R while 
the Metroliner was cleared to land on Runway 17L. By the ground track and subsequent discussion by 
various agencies, it appeared that the Cirrus pilot was using the autopilot to fly the plane and the ground track 
shows a very good standard rate turn that puts him on the wrong runway and at the same place and time as 
the Metroliner. 
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The accident at North Las Vegas has the same "footprint" as the Colorado accident. The ground track for the 
Malibu looks like he was using the autopilot and probably turning the heading bug to conduct the turn and 
overflew his runway with tragic results. 

I am seeing way too many pilots that get in these TAA rely on the automation to the point it is almost 
negligent on their parts. I have grown accustomed to pulling the circuit breaker on the autopilots in these 
aircraft and going back to basics on "how to fly the plane." Garmin and others are doing great things to bring 
information into the cockpits, yet I believe it is still the Flight Instructors that need to rein in how much 
automation is used and where it is used. I am glad to see that the pilot of the Malibu and his wife were using 
good Cockpit Resource Management, but their ultimate reliance on the automation may have cost four people 
their lives. I also believe that the insurance companies will use their ages against those "North of 70" to 
further constrain those that fly that are older than the norm, or it will push people to "self-insure" and then 
when there is an accident, only the lawyers will win when it gets sorted out in the courts. 

Keep up the great work on educating all of us that fly. 

I also saw the parallel (sorry, no pun intended) to the Cirrus/Metroliner collision when I wrote last 
week’s report. Thank you, Bob. 
See https://mastery-flight-training.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022.0721-FLYING-LESSONS.pdf  

Reader/instructor Juan del Azar addresses the larger topic last week, the alarming number of 
fatal events over the previous weekend: 

Thank you, Tom, that number [11 fatal crashes killing 23 people) is alarming. As you mentioned, we can’t 
draw many conclusions since there is not much information available. Weekend flying presents more 
hazards in my opinion, including higher volume of traffic (higher probability of collisions both in the air and 
ground), and “occasional” flyers. Weekend flying on a beautiful VFR day is when more caution is needed. I 
remember one weekend flying in the vicinity of the Golden Gate Bridge when the NorCal controller finally 
could not cope any longer with the number of small airplanes and warned everyone about “I can’t any longer 
cope, there are just too many targets.”  

Part 91 gives a lot of freedom and relies on self-assessments of risk by the pilots. It is always a good 
reminder that commercial operations show a much better safety record and a key component of it is 
professional training and frequency in the air. Specialized training in make and model, a thorough 
understanding of systems and more time in the air has resulted in [fewer] mishaps. 

Thank you as well, Juan. 

Frequent Debriefer John Townsley writes about the Controls – FREE and CORRECT check that 
was discussed in last week’s Debrief: 

Today's FLYING LESSONS Debrief was a good reminder. Over ten years ago I met a couple of pilots who 
worked for a retrofit company on my home field.  It was a big surprise to me when I heard the news that they 
were both killed in a post maintenance flight. It wasn't a control lock, it was an error in rigging that proved 
to be fatal for two experienced, very careful pilots.  

The cause was clearly control issues. The tower observed the aircraft roll at low altitude shortly after 
takeoff. And the PIC was able through very superior airmanship to regain a semblance of control. The PIC 
communicated the symptoms to the tower before he announced his decision to return to the airport.  As the 
airplane slowed it rolled again and crashed inverted into the adjacent river.  Somehow the very highly 
experienced, former test pilot who was PIC missed the rigging problem during the pre-flight.  I'd be surprised 
if he didn't at least do 'Thumbs UP' while boxing to the right and left...  But neither the PIC nor the pilot rated 
person in the right seat looked to see if 'Thumbs UP resulted in Thumbs DOWN' on the opposite 
aileron.   

The aircraft was recovered from the water.  Subsequent investigation by the NTSB revealed in the Final 
Report that indeed the ailerons would go full 'Thumbs UP.'  However, reversed rigging of the down aileron 
meant it would rise slightly, rather than descend.  Since that time I've made it an iron clad habit in my own 
aircraft, or in any other aircraft I fly to ALWAYS turn my head to look at both ailerons.  I also look at my 
elevators and rudders as I fully box my controls.  There is no substitute for eyes on the control surface to 
assure proper rigging and travel. 

Some years after the accident described above, I flew in the back seat waiting my turn to fly a part 135 check 
ride. I was shocked that, prior to entering the runway, the pilot flying failed to box the controls or do an 
observable 'Thumbs UP/Thumbs DOWN' confirmation.  I spoke up and was chastised by the check pilot for 
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violating protocol by stating my concern.  Be as it may, I will speak up again if I see a similar lapse in that, 
or other important pre-takeoff check.  

Good on you, John. It’s unconscionable for an examiner or any pilot in authority to chastise 
another for pointing out a clear loss of safety awareness. Thank you.  

Reader/instructor Ed Wischmeyer adds, about the July 14 LESSONS: 

One data set I analyzed showed that 39% of GA runway excursions (off the side) were preceded 
by longitudinal control problems — fast, slow, high, low, bounced, etc. And as you pointed out, 
the PIC should fly the airplane, not the controller! There’s also considerable peer pressure to do 
whatever it takes to put the plane on the dot, and such peer pressure is not conducive to 
safety. 

Thanks for your data-driven insights, Ed. 

More to say? Let us learn from you, at mastery.flight.training@cox.net.  
 

 
See www.nafinet.org.  

 

Share safer skies. Forward FLYING LESSONS to a friend 

“MFT has the highest signal-to-noise ratio of all the aviation publications I receive.” – David Clark 

Please help cover the costs of providing FLYING LESSONS through the secure 
donations button at www.mastery-flight-training.com.  

Or send a check to Mastery Flight Training, Inc. to 247 Tiffany Street, Rose Hill, Kansas USA 67133. 
Thank you, generous supporters.   

 
Mastery Flight Training presentation at Oshkosh 2022 
My Mastery Flight Training Oshkosh presentation for this year, a non-Beech-specific program in 
the air-conditioned FAA Safety Center near the base of the Control Tower, is: 

 Three Accidents, Many Lessons  Friday 12 PM 
I’ll see you at Oshkosh! 
See www.bonanza.org  

 
Pursue Mastery of Flight. 

Thomas P. Turner, M.S. Aviation Safety  
Flight Instructor Hall of Fame Inductee 
2021 Jack Eggspuehler Service Award winner 
2010 National FAA Safety Team Representative of the Year  
2008 FAA Central Region CFI of the Year 
Three-time Master CFI 
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